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For the Traders in the Native Commodi- 


ties of the Kingdom and Retailers of for- 
raign Commodities, bought from Free- 
men, Bur gat of Royal-Barghs. 


Heres theſaids Tradeſmen and Retailers are daily troubled and di: 

ſtreſt, at the inſtance of the Royal Burrows, and Mr. John Bic han 

their Agent, for relieving the Royal Burrows of a Proportion of their Hxt 
hart of the Ceſs of the Kingdom, and which is alledged to be impoſed on the 
id Traders and Retailers, by the Act of Parliament 1693, For Commuttcs- 


tion of Trade; in ſo far as the ſaid Act prohibites and diſcharges any Trade = 


whatſoever without an Agreement with Mr. Jobr Buchan. | 
It is now repreſented to his Grace and the honourable Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment, that theſe Words in the Act can only be extended to the Trade which 
Mr. Bucher by his agreement was to communicat 3 For the Act being a Ra- 
tification of aContract betwixt the Burrows and their Agent:By which Con- 
tract jt was agreed, that Mr. Buchan ſhould communicat the Trade then peculiar 
to the Bu to be thereaſter practiſed by all who ſhould agree. As that 
Contract did no ways impare, nor derogat from the proper uncontreverted 
Right of the haill Inhabitants of the Kingdom to exerce their ſeveral Trades, 
and to buy and ſell the native Commodities of the Kingdom, and retail For- 
yp Commodities bought from Free-men Burgeſſes of Royal Burghs, ſecu- 
to them by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, particularly 1672, 1690, which 
reſcind all former Laws inconſiſtent therewith, So the Act ratifying the 
faid Contract, is of no furder extent, and is ſo far from reſcinding theſe for- 
mer Laws, either expreſly, or by Conſequence, that it Relates to, con- 
firms, and ordains the ſameto be put in Execution : And therefore it is clear 
as theSun, that no perſon can be lyable to Buchans Exactions but theſe who 
either accepted of the Communication, or incroached upon the Trade ſecu- 
ted tothe Royal Burghs. | 
And to evince to your Grace and Lordſhips, that the Burghs and Mr. 
Buchan underſtood nothing elſe by the AR of Parliament 1693: ( whatſoe- 
ver they now pretend) there was an Act offered to the parliament 
n695. by Buchan for putting aneceſſity upon the Inhabitants of the King 
dom to accept of the ſaid Communication, and to diſcharge all who did not 
to uſe any Trade; and for that effect to reſcind the former Laws: 
Which Act after it had paſt the Committee of Trade upon a Repreſentation 
given in againſithe ſame, ſhewing the Inconveniency thereof, was ary 
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by Buc han and never again offered, and of which Act there is herewith a 
double put in the Clerks hands: So that it is unqueſtionably plain, that the 
parliament neverintended to infringe the priviledgeof Trading in the native 
Commodities, and Retailing what was bought from Burgeſſes of Royal Burghs 
But meerly to diſcharge any unfree perſon to exerce the Trade ſecured to the 
Burrows, unleſs they firſt agreed,and ifthey pleaſed to forbear uſing that Trade, 
there was no neceſſity put upon them to accept the Communication. 

As to the Burghs of Barrony &Regality who accept of a Communication, 
thereis no reaſon theſe ſhould be lyable for ſo much as a Tenth Part of the 
Burrows Ceſs. For 1. Theſe Accepters have not the ſixtieth Part of the 
Trade of the Burghs. 2. Their Heretage and Poſſeſſions are alſo valued, and 
a Ceſs payed with the reſt of the Shire, conform to their Valuation, where- . 
as there is no Valuation of. the Rents of the Tenements, Houſes, Yards and 
Aikers belonging to the Burrows; And in effect the Ceſs payable by the 
Burrows, the its pretended to be for their Trade, is no more but a quota ef- 
firing co w]nat the would he abliged to pay ifthey were valued.and whatever 
Agreement Mr. Buc han made with the Burrows for relieving them of a tenth 
partoftheir Taxt-roll, yet the Countrey can be nofarder lyable to him than 
as they agreed for the Communication or practiſed the Trade proper for 
him to Communicat. LT x 2500 

And for preventing of all further Debate and Expenſes in this matter, ir 
is humbly propoſed, that the Act explanatory of the foreſaid Act for Com. 
munication which was given inand read laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and ſince 
that time been ſtill on the Table, may be now paſt with ſuch Alterations as 


